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Right from the beginning, the title establishes a
clear objective: exploring how litigation, particular-
ly human rights-based litigation, can prompt states
and private actors to strengthen climate action. Al-
though the book takes a definitive stance on the im-
portance of such litigation, it does not compromise
academic rigor. By focusing on the perspective of ap-
plicants and their legal teams, the book offers a com-
prehensive and nuanced examination of the field, ac-
knowledging both its successes and limitations.

Rodríguez-Garavito thoroughly introduces the
subjectmatter in his own contribution, providing fig-
ures and a typology of human rights-based climate
litigation.1 Part IV offers concrete examples of how
human rights arguments are being used in climate
cases across a diverse range of jurisdictions, such as
Ireland, Brazil, India, Pakistan, as well as in Africa.
The book frankly discusses some limitations and
drawbacks of human rights-based climate litigation
throughout the chapters. These limitations include
notonly technical legal constraints,butalsoquestions
of impact (chapters by Setzer and Mir),2 relations
withdemocratic processes (chapter byVanhala),3 and
the quest for global climate justice (chapter by Auz).4

Despite some limitations, the value of using hu-
man rights as a tool to bolster climate action remains
significant. Thoughnot a panacea, in recent years the
strategicuseofhumanrights in litigationhasexpand-
ed rapidly to challenge the insufficient responses that
the legislative and executive branches of govern-
ments are giving to the climate emergency at the na-
tional and international levels. In this respect, the
book fully achieves its aim to reflect on lessons
learned (for instance, the chapter by Batros and
Khan)5 and different ways to further refine this tool
(for instance, the chapter by Goldston).6

Vanhala’s introductory chapter exemplifies the
book’s interdisciplinary approach, and Part III builds

on this, extending ‘beyond the law’ to address sci-
ence, corporate accountability, ICT, visuals, and nar-
ratives. A comprehensive and diverse approach is
crucial to fully grasping the raison d’etre and poten-
tial of human rights-based climate litigation. The ed-
itor's efforts inbringing togetheracademicsandprac-
titioners fromvarious fields to contribute to the book
are commendable and fruitful.

The book effectively achieves its goals within the
specific scope of analysis it sets out, leaving no sig-
nificant gaps or deficiencies. However, there are
three areas where this book, or future writings, could
expand to offer a more comprehensive perspective.
It’s important to note that these observations are sub-
jective, reflecting the author’s current research inter-
ests.

First, although it acknowledges some of the blind
spots of human rights-based climate litigation, the
book sometimes replicates this narrow focus. For ex-
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ample, while Rodríguez-Garavito acknowledges the
striking dearth of cases devoted to climate change
adaptation – ‘[b]y focusing on mitigation, HRCC liti-
gation has overlooked half of the problem, one with
urgent repercussions for most of the world’s popula-
tion’7 – the book does not address the need for and
potential of future strategic litigation on adaptation.8

On the whole, well-known, high-profile cases re-
ceived farmore attention frommost contributors, de-
spite valuable exceptions, such as the chapter by
Vallejo Piedrahíta and Gloppen.9 While this focus is
reasonable, it also signals that the task of going be-
yond what is currently under the spotlight has not
been fully accomplished.

Second, the role of international judicial and qua-
si-judicial bodies in climate litigation isnot sufficient-
ly addressed in the book. Part IV offers only one con-
tribution devoted to ‘international tribunals’, which,
however, deals specifically with the European Court
of Human Rights, and from the perspective of one
single case (Duarte Agostinho and Others v Portugal
and Others).10 There seems to be scant specific dis-
cussion dedicated to cases before United Nations hu-
man rights treaty monitoring bodies or potential cas-
es before other regional systems.11 Overall, a broad-
er treatment of international adjudicative bodies
would have served the book well. Among other
things, the three upcoming advisory opinions by in-
ternational courts or tribunals prove that this is a con-
tinuing burgeoning area of the law, which is likely to
shape the future of climate litigation.12

Third, while climate action is crucial to protect hu-
man rights against increasing adverse effects, ten-
sions can arise between climate response measures
and human rights. The transition to a carbon-neutral
and more resilient society must respect the rights of
workers in the fossil fuel industry, as well as those of
Indigenousandother traditional communities affect-
ed by the conservation of carbon sinks, extraction of
minerals critical to the renewable energy sector, and
other mitigation and adaptation projects. Litigation
can play a crucial role in addressing these tensions.
‘Just transition litigation’hasbeenconceivedasanew
category of lawsuits that question the justice and fair-
ness of laws, projects or policies that respond to cli-
mate change.13 This book focuses on lawsuits that
aim to ‘bolster climate action’. The term ‘bolster’
couldhavebeen interpretedmoreextensively, includ-
ing to ensure that climate action does not impinge
on the rights of vulnerable individuals and commu-
nities. More such cases are expected in the future.

In conclusion, the book achieves its mission while
leaving room for further research. Topics addressed
such as legal mobilization, impact, and science in cli-
mate litigation still offer room for future studies. Ar-
eas less addressed, like adaptation cases, litigationbe-
fore international judicial bodies, and the potential
tensions between climate action and human rights
protection, will also require future attention. Over-
all, the book is expected to guide and stimulate fur-
ther research, keeping human rights-based climate
litigation under the spotlight for years to come.14
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